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What makes a community? I write this as I look 
out my window to an amazing Narnia scene of 
snow. Today is a snow day, looking back you will 
remember this day in December. The school is shut, 
and we can’t get our car out. Before me lies a day of 
building snowmen, snowball fights and sledging, 
but it’s not all fun and games the snow caused 
massive disruption and problems for people in and 
around the parish.

I rather naively said to a number of people how 
lovely it would be to have snow for the Christmas 
Carol Service, well that is what we got, and far more 
snow than we wanted.

As I write cars are currently lying abandoned 
along the roads from poor people who got stuck in 
the snow miles from home. I had people messaging 
asking for help. People who came to church but then 
couldn’t get home.

Yet what an amazing response I hear this morning 
of people going out in the freezing night to welcome 
people into their homes, of people finding warmth 
and respite in our pubs, and of people going out of 
their way to help strangers.

One of the messages I got was “What a lovely 
community you have.”

We so often see on the news the awful reality of 

our human nature in terrible acts of evil, but we 
don’t always highlight tremendous acts of kindness 
and good that also go on somewhat below the radar.

What is it that inspires one person to be generous 
to a stranger? What inspires such acts of care and 
kindness? What brings people together?

I was hugely inspired by the response we had to 
our lead theft on Frant Church, an act of destruction 
met by the community with generosity and care. 
I am pleased to say that thanks to so many we 
covered the costs, and have now fully replaced the 
roof, along with a 24/7 monitored alarm. There is 
still redecorating to be done which resulted from 
the damaged roof, but I am truly thankful to our 
community.

Times of difficulty and distress met with love and 
action.

My ultimate inspiration comes from God. God 
made the world, and we continue in so many ways 
to mess it up. Yet God meets us in our difficulty and 
distress, he came to us in Jesus Christ, he died for 
us on the cross for our forgiveness, and he offers the 
hands of friendship to those who never knew him.

Let’s be inspired in 2023 into a response to God 
and others, of love, friendship, generosity and care.
— Reverend Brendan Martin

From the Rectory
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St Alban’s, Frant & Holy Trinity, Eridge
Rector

The Reverend Brendan Martin — 01892 752003; rectoryfrant@gmail.com

Services for

January / February 2023

W O R S H I P  A T  B E L L S  Y E W  G R E E N

Sunday Services: 10.30am & 3.00pm / Bible Study & Prayer: Thursdays, 7.00pm / Enquiries: Peter Arrowsmith, 01892 610309

www.eridgechurch.org
Churchwardens

Jonathan Lynn—864304
Stephen Barnes—861302

www.frantchurch.org
Churchwardens

Jane Emler—532233
Juliet Nightingale— 01580 200403

News from the Pews
Our two jazz concerts in October and 
November were ‘different’, great fun and 
very well attended. They also completed 
our fundraising for replacing the lead 
on the church roof. The work was 
eventually completed on 6th December 
by Archer Roofing Services, who for 
no further cost also sealed around the 
base of the flag pole where the rain 
was coming in onto the bell frames, 
and repointed one wall of the south 
turret. Our thanks to David Torr for 
seeing through to completion this very 
complicate process, and to Jamie Archer 
for his generosity and expertise. There 
are now cameras and alarms in place in 
case we have another visit from thieves.

In 2022 as part of our ‘Year of 
Creation’ we got a team together to 
look at ways in which our churches can 
become more sustainable. Not easy 
when we’re dealing with two of the 
biggest and most inefficient buildings 
in the Parish. We registered with the 
eco church charity ‘Arocha’ and were 
delighted at the end of the year to be 
given a Silver Award for our efforts. One 
thing which has always been an issue 
in St Albans is caring for our organ, 
which is a very special and significant 
instrument and needs to be kept at a 
constant temperature. To enable us to 
turn the heating in the church, which 
is not often used during the week, right 
down, the organ mechanism, which 
has its own little cupboard known as 
the ‘blowers cupboard’, now has its own 

modest heater. Hopefully this will keep 
the organ happy and lower out fuel 
consumption.

News from Ed Pascoe our Youth 
and Families Minister - In October we 
hosted a youth gathering ‘Unite in the 
Wild’, organised by Youth for Christ. 
59 teenagers from the Tunbridge Wells 
area enjoyed a full day of worship, 
talks, archery, wide games, crafts, 
fire lighting, den building and walks. 
The day ended with a barbecue and 
s’mores (ask Ed!) round the camp fire. 
It sounds exhausting for the organisers 
and helpers, but it was great to see 
the young people from our church 
interacting with other Christians from 
the area, being together and joining in 
the unsophisticated, energetic, healthy 
outdoor activities which young people 
have always enjoyed. It was gratifying to 
receive so much positive feedback from 
all who attended. 

Our Christmas season began 
on 4th December, Advent Sunday 
with a ‘Walking Nativity’, where 11 
children from our church acted out the 
Christmas story at different stations 
through the churchyard. We finished in 
church with Christingles and everyone 
‘passing on the light’ to each other as 
they lit their candles. Over 80 people 
attended, 37 of them children. 

As in past years, in December our 
youth group had its annual ice-skating 
trip to the Calverley Park ice rink. 
Needless to say a great time was had 
by all. A new venture for Ed was a new 

Lego Bible Club, which was a great 
success with 11 pupils from Frant School 
attending the after school club. Each 
week they were set a challenge to build 
something out of Lego, and then watch a 
Lego Bible film clip based on what they 
were learning that week. The subjects 
included the Garden of Eden, the Tower 
of Babel, Escaping from Egypt and the 
Ten Commandments. Ed designed this 
specifically for school years 2-4, and 
was the first time he had led a group this 
young. Again the great positive feedback 
was very encouraging.

Due to a sudden very heavy snowfall 
on 11th December, our Christmas Carol 
Service was somewhat different this 
year. By late afternoon the village was 
virtually cut off, so in contrast to the full 
church we usually see, there were only 
35 adults and 9 children. Our faithful 
organist, Peter de Croos, did his best 
to get to us from Ightham where he 
had been playing the organ earlier in 
the day, but was foiled at the bottom of 
Frant hill which was closed. After some 
quick re-thinking by our ever adaptable 
Rector, the congregation sang along to 
recordings of all the well known carols. 
Those who did attend said that it was 
still a lovely service.

Stuck indoors on a freezing cold day in 
December writing this for the January 
edition, it doesn’t seem possible that by 
the time we’re reading the next edition, 
it will be March and we’ll be into the 
season of daffodils and lambs. Happy 
New Year!

10.30am Joint Communion Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1st January  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

10:30am Communion Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8th January . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Morning Prayer 9:15am 

10:30am Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15th January  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Communion Service 9:15am 

10:30am Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22nd January . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Communion Service 9:15am 

10:30am Communion Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29th January . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Morning Prayer 9:15am 

10.30am Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5th February  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Communion Service 9:15am

10:30pm Communion Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12th February . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Morning Prayer 9:15am

10.30am Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19th February. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Communion Service 9:15am

10.00am Ash Wednesday Communion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22nd February . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

10:30am Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26th February  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Communion Service 9:15am

Please note: 
From January 2023 our morning church services will be at new times,  

with Eridge Church at 9:15am and Frant Church at 10:30,  
our afternoon Festival Church takes a pause in winter and back in Spring!
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Frant Memorial Hall 
Defibrillator Fund Raiser
On Saturday 10th December we had 
a Tombola stall at the village’s annual 
Christmas Market outside The George. 
Thank you to all those of you who came 
out in the cold to support us and the 
generous donations we received. We 
finished the day on £508. A great start to 
the fundraising.

In January 2023 we will be hosting 
a fundraising event together with 
Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells First 
Responders to show you how to do CPR 
and how to use a defibrillator. You will 
also have an opportunity to ask any 
questions you may have followed by tea 
and cake.

Towards the end of January /February 
we will be hosting a Quiz Night. Look out 
for posters around the village confirming 
dates and times for both events.

If you would like to either volunteer eg 
by making cakes, selling tickets for events 
etc or to make a donation please contact 
Sharon Warwick (01892 7501850

Defibrillators – A Few Key Facts
There are 60,000 out of hospital cardiac 
arrests in the UK every year. Currently 
only about 10% of those affected survive.

With bystander assistance through 
CPR and the use of a defibrillator 
however that survival rate increases to 
over 30%.

More than half out of hospital cardiac 
arrests are associated with heart 
rhythms that could be treated with a 
defibrillator and the majority of those 
people survive if they receive prompt CPR 
and defibrillation from bystanders.

Please support this good cause and help 
make the village a safer place in the event 
of someone suffering a cardiac arrest.

Frant School News
It is lovely to be writing this news with all 
the fun activities underway in the run up 
to Christmas. I hope you enjoy our news. 
Here are a few of our highlights:

• Our annual PTFA bonfire and 
fireworks night went ahead and despite 
the weather was a huge success. Thank 
you to all of those involved in organising 
it and to everyone who attended – 850 
people!

•  We have hosted 5 Open days for the 
parents of children hoping to join us 
in September 2023. We received some 
lovely feedback. Thank you to our 

House Captains who showed them 
around.

• Children from KS2 sang at the Frant 
Christmas Fair under the guidance of 
Mrs Davey – thank you.

• We continue to participate in many 
sporting events around the County 
under the guidance of Mrs Douch

• As part of our Remembrance work 
the children went around the village 
picking up litter. The sponsorship went 
towards two soldier statues that are 
made by the veterans that now adorn 
our front wall. Well done to the children 
for their hard work. They really enjoyed 
it and want to do it again!

• Glyndebourne – on Friday 2nd 
December our year 5 and 6 children 
joined other schools in singing at 
Glyndebourne alongside the Opera 
Choir and some of the orchestra (above). 
It really was something special and 
unique. A huge thank you to Mrs Davey 
and the Oak Class team who managed 
and organised this event.

• We have had a poetry recital morning 
in school, an Egyptian Day and much 
more.

• Christmas activities have included 
• ice skating in Tunbridge Wells, kindly 

funded by our ever supportive PTFA
• KS2 Carol Service
• Lower School Nativity
• Glyndebourne Concert for our Oak 

Class children 
• Christmas shopping in school and
• The school disco!
I hope you have enjoyed reading our news. 
Please do contact the school at any time if 
you have any questions or would just like 
to say hello. I am in school every day and 

will always find time for a chat. 
With very best wishes,  Mrs Joanna 

Challis, Acting Executive Headteacher

My Eco Party
I’m Julie, many of you might know me 
or my husband Ed Pascoe, from church. 
We also have four young children, three 
of whom attend Frant Primary School. 
With young children inevitably come 
those annual, chaotic but wonderful 
events...birthday parties! After the last 
couple of years I am fully expecting 
to have to embrace these in full force 
again. The joy of the occasion means I 
absolutely don’t mind, but the thought 
of all the preparation can be a bit 
overwhelming. In previous years I have 
gone as disposable as possible, with paper 
tablecloths, plates, cups... all for the ease 
of a quick tidy up at the end! It’s not very 
eco, it’s not environmentally friendly, it’s 
not even very cost effective! 

This year I am 100% sorted for all the 
essential kit. It’s not an original idea, but 
it’s one I’m completely onboard with. I 
have created a party box ‘My Eco Party 
Kit’ containing beautiful pastel coloured 
party plates, cups, bowls, serving bowls, 
trays, jugs, tablecloths, even cotton 
bunting. Most of the kit is polypropene 
which is one of the most economical 
plastics. What is even better though is 
that it all comes in one box completely 
ready for your party. After your party just 
put it all back in the box (dirty plates and 
all!) return (we’ll wash it) and then it can 
be reused. Hire - Party - Return. 

You can find more information at  
www.myecopartykit.co.uk or email me 
julie@myecopartykit.co.uk
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Frant Parish News 2022
To reflect on the 2022 and the stories 
from Frant Parish News, see the front 
pages above. It goes without saying that 
the magazine can only be as good as the 
articles printed and these are wholly 
dependant on all of your contributions. 
So I would like to say a huge thank you 
to all of you who have emailed us your 
stories. 

I am also, as always, grateful to the 
Frant Parish News team for their hard 
work. A group of volunteers – many 
of whom have helped for many years, 
to ensure that the magazine reaches 

every household across the Parish. Not 
only are the magazines collected from 
Frant Church and then posted through 
letter boxes across the Parish by our 
wonderful volunteers, but to create the 
content, we have Susan Piccioni who 
ensures the advertising slots are filled 
each year, Jonathan Christie who waves 
his designer wand which transforms the 
word documents I send him each time to 
the beautiful page layout you read and, 
last but not least, Colin Webb, our printer 
from Bells Yew Green who is responsible 
for the glossy magazine we all receive. 
Thank you all! 

Winter Warmer at  
Bells Yew Green Village Hall
In this time of cold weather and economic 
pressures, here’s some good news: weekly 
from Monday, 9th January, starting at 
midday, All are welcome to our Free 
Winter Warmer Lunch, where we’ll 
be offering delicious and nutritious 
home-made soups and a roll, tea, coffee 
and biscuits, plenty of chats and good 
company in our toasty warm village hall 
on Bayham Road! All-comers - bumps 
and babies, tots and grown-ups, young 
and old, are very welcome. If you and/or 
your neighbours within Frant Parish need 

help to get there, we’ll do our best to assist. 
If you have any questions or requests, 

please contact Zoe at The Brecknock or 
phone Sue on 07944-712000.

If anyone would like to make a food 
contribution (er, home-made soup?!), 
or to donate soup ingredients - or other 
items - they would be extremely welcome. 
We have applied to Sussex Community 
Foundation for a Grant but won’t hear 
back until later in the new year as to 
whether we’ve been successful. However, 
with the fantastic goodwill of our local 
community and the support of our 
Trustees, we have decided to take the 
plunge. We have no doubt that this will 
be a cracking opportunity to get-together 
and eat cake!

If you haven’t been to the Hall in 
a while we’re sure that you’ll notice 
immediately that the Committee has 
been working hard! We have refreshed 
the kitchen, updated the lighting (and 
fuse boxes) and replaced the draughty 
front and side doors. This community 
asset is the perfect place for parties, 
classes and so much more. If you have 
any questions about hiring, please check 
out the website: www.bellsyewgreen.org 
and contact our bookings manager, Anna 
Lee-Davey at annan83@yahoo.co.uk 

We look forward to seeing you on 
Monday, 9th January at noon. You’re 
welcome! 

Sue Wallis, 07944-712000/
friendsofbyg@gmail.com

News from Nus Ghani, MP
Happy new year! Winter is a beautiful 
time in Wealden, and I hope that you 
have enjoyed the festive season. Please 
allow me to use my first message of 2023 
as an opportunity to pay tribute to our 
fantastic businesses, who work incredibly 
hard all year round, and especially in the 
run up to Christmas.

I am proud that Wealden is home to 
a huge variety of award-winning small 
businesses, which keep our high streets 
vibrant and bustling. To name just a few, 
I recently visited the award-winning 
gift shop MAYBUGS and haberdashery 
shop The Pumpkin Patch, both located 
in Hailsham; our superb Wealden Hero, 
Davies & Sons family butchers in Horam, 
which sources meat of the highest quality 
from reputable farms in the area; and the 
fabulous Bluebell Vineyard in Uckfield, 
home to the award-winning range of 
Hindleap sparkling wine and a fine 
example of some of the best quality wines 

produced in Wealden.
These, and countless other small 

businesses are the backbone of our 
economy. They are owned by our 
neighbours, friends and family, are key 
providers of valuable full- and part-
time job opportunities, and the money 
we spend with them goes back into our 
communities. Our local businesses were 
instrumental in keeping us supplied 
throughout Covid and Wealden District 
Council has done a tremendous job in 
supporting our businesses throughout 
this most challenging time, delivering 
over £65 million of Government 
funding to ensure that Wealden 
businesses continued to thrive beyond 
the pandemic. I am pleased that the 
Government continues to support our 
entrepreneurs via the Energy Bill Relief 
Scheme by automatically applying the 
discount to all eligible bills this winter.

Since I was first elected, supporting 
Wealden entrepreneurs has been on top 
of the agenda and this will not change 
in 2023. I continue working with the 
Crowborough, Hailsham and Uckfield 
Chambers of Commerce and meet their 
representatives regularly to discuss the 
economy, available support, and issues 
that impact trade and commerce to 
ensure that their concerns are heard in 
Westminster. 

However, the success and longevity of 
our businesses ultimately depends on 
us, loyal local customers supporting our 
enterprises all year round. So, if you are 
still looking for a new year resolution, I 
would like to encourage you to consider 
showing more support for our superb 
small local businesses this year by 
visiting our high streets in Crowborough, 
Hailsham, Uckfield, Mayfield, Forest 
Row and others, and shopping locally. I 
look forward to bumping into you whilst 
doing my shopping!

Frant Parish Council
Some good news! East Sussex Council 
have approved match funding of some 
£50,000 to go towards the costs of the 
pedestrian crossing in Frant. This means 
that scraping together all the resources 
we currently have we can now proceed  
with actually building the crossing-
current estimates £250,000

It means of course, that until this 
major project is complete the Parish 
Council has to be particularly frugal 
as there is not much ‘wriggle’ room to 
use a technical term! It will be a major 

potentially life saving  achievement 
though and no small feat for a Parish 
Council whose annual income is less 
than £50,000 per annum.

The pressure on our roads is a 
cause of increasing concern. Together 
with Rotherfield Parish Council we 
are engaging in speed surveys to do 
something about the current speed 
limits at Eridge and we are conducting 
a feasability study for the Wadhurst 
junction in Frant. The frustrating thing 
about tackling our roads is it requires 
the engagement of a number of ‘partners’ 
who all seem to travel at their own pace!

As I write this the snow is still thick on 
the ground and largely due to SAT NAV  
I suspect, cars  have been sent down our 
East Sussex hilly lanes ill equipped to 
deal with 3-4 inches of snow and then 
ice. The result I’m afraid has been chaos 
and many accidents.

To end on a positive note, as it is that 
time of year after all, you may recall that 
we were one of the first Parish Councils 
to trial a solar panelled street light in 
Bells Yew Green. Well, it appears to be 
working well and a great success. We 
will now be actively looking to also put in 
charging points for electric cars in one or 
two locations as a community resource.

And finally, just a reminder 2023 are 
the elections for your Parish councillors 
-May I believe. So if any of you want to 
get involved and have a positive impact 
on your community talk to us and think 
about getting elected!
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Frant Parish Friendship Group
The last few months of 2022 were 
a busy time for the Group. Our 
October meeting definitely went 
with a bang, when chemistry teacher 
Anne Bambridge showed us how 
to make a firework and how to turn 
copper coinage into silver and gold; 
a very useful skill in the present 
economic climate. Members went on 
a very enjoyable Christmas shopping 
expedition on the 10th November to 
Polhill Nursery and Shopping Village. 
Our November meeting was our AGM 
and after discussing a very successful 
past year and the programme for 2023 
we had a fish and chip lunch and were 
entertained by local magician Jimmy 
from Sheridan Illusions who was so 
professional and had us completely 
bamboozled. . To round off the year we 
were looking forward to our Christmas 
Tea on 11th December with Henry VIII!

We start 2023 with exercise classes 
with Alison. These are on the 1st and 
3rd Thursdays of the month at 2.30pm 
in The Stables hall. These have been 
very well attended and we are definitely 
feeling the benefit!! Our first meeting of 
2023 will be on January 26th 2.30pm 
in The Stables when our speaker 
will be our very own Pat Wright on 
Buckingham Palace. The February 
meeting will be on the 23rd and our 
speaker will be Janie Ramsay on ‘The 
Disgraceful Sons of George III’.

With the inclement weather upon 
us please remember that if anyone 
wishes to use the subsidised transport 
for medical visits please contact Andy 
MacDonald-Brown – 01892 891273 or 
andrew.macdonald-brown@frant-pc.
gov.uk

We look forward to seeing old and 
new members for the start of another 
year.

Enquiries Valerie Palmer 01892 
750559 valeriepalmer@uwclub.net

Frant Christmas Fair
What a success the Christmas Fair 
was this year. There was a superb turn 
out from the Parish who were treated 
to a wonderful selection of stalls from 
local businesses and causes all run 
by enthusiastic, well wrapped up 
stallholders! 

We were also treated to a delightful 
performance of carols by the Frant 
School Choir who sang by the Christmas 
tree outside The George pub. Thank you 
to all who participated and to the team at 
The George for all of their organisation.
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its matches against other clubs.
The results of this year’s Club 

competitions, which were open to all 
members, comprised the following:

• The Two Wood - Winner - Audrey 
Hall, pictured

• The Drawn Pairs - Winners - Audrey 
Hall and Jeff Holloway,

• The Open - Winner - Michael 
Freestone,

• The President’s Cup - Winner - 
Elizabeth Holloway,

• The Captain’s Cup - Best improved 
team member - Diane Young 

The Club President, Bob Garrett and 
Club Chairman, Barry Dean presented 
the Cups to the winners and certificates 
to the runners-up, the recipients of 
which were roundly applauded.

All these competitions were played 
during the season usually when good 
weather prevailed but sometimes played 
in the rain. Some results were surprising, 
other matches were over quickly and 
some were very close taking a few hours 
to complete.

There is an always an air of mystery 
over one particular cup - the Captain’s 
Cup. This is awarded solely at the Club 
Captain’s discretion. The idea is that the 
Cup recognises a member’s contribution 
to the club during the season. This can 
take the form of support in matches, 
help with the maintenance of the club 
but above all showing the greatest 
improvement in match play plus a high 
degree of gamesmanship.

This year the Captain’s Cup was 
awarded to Diane Young who in her 
first season has showed great promise, 
interest in the club and a willingness to 
have a go at either Lead, Second or Skip.

After all the awards had been given, 
the Chairman thanked all who attended 
and wished everyone a Happy Christmas 
and New Year and looked forward to the 
2023 season hopefully welcoming many 
new members.

Michael Freestone, captain@
frantbowls.uk

Groombridge Film Society
Sunday January 15th
Groombridge Village Hall
There are many members of Frant 
Parish who enjoy our film nights. For this 
reason we are letting you know about our 
next exciting evening!

“The Lost King” starring Sally 
Hawkins and Steve Coogan, directed by 

Stephen Frears.
Sally Hawkins gives a winning 

performance as the real-life amateur 
historian, Philippa Langley, and Steve 
Coogan is her estranged husband in 
this engaging film based on Langley’s 
discovery of the remains of Richard III 
beneath a car park in Leicester in 2012.

Doors open at 18.30. Film starts at 19.15 
prompt! Membership fee - £20 p.a. 
members - £2. non-members - £6.

Come early to socialise and to enjoy 
our licensed bar

The Arts Society Ashdown 
Forest 
Title: “Hogarth: a Harlot, a Rake and a 
Marriage” 
Lecturer: Hilary Williams
 12th January 2023 at 2pm
 Crowborough Community Centre
 Pine Grove Crowborough TN6 1FE

Formerly Print Room Superintendent at 
the British Museum and now Art History 
Education Officer, Hilary lectures for 
the British Museum, London Borough of 
Bexley and the Wallace Collection.

William Hogarth (1697-1764) aimed 
to be the first, native born leader of 
the British School of painting.  As a 
Londoner, he was in a city which claimed 
to be ‘the capital of the world’ during his 
lifetime.

Parish past 
With a hosepipe ban only recently lifted, 
water has been much in the news this 
summer, which would be no surprise to 
past residents, as within the lifetime of 
some of us Frant and Bells Yew Green 
had no mains water supply at all. This 
was only connected and formally opened 
by Lord Camden amid much rejoicing in 
1936. Two large reservoirs had previously 
been dug and the Tangier Lane pumping 
station built to supply most of Tunbridge 
Wells, but the problem for Frant was 
that much more pumping power was 
needed to get the necessary quantity 
of water up our hill and thence to BYG. 
As always money was the problem but 
eventually over £10,000 was raised 
by the water company - I guess over a 
million equivalent today - and not just a 
more powerful pump purchased but over 
five miles of pipe laid. 

At the opening ceremony the water 
board chairman proudly announced 
that all these works had happily come 
in under budget - a lesson for today 
perhaps? Before this connection both 

villages were forced to rely on varied 
sources: the two main covered wells still 
visible in Frant today (there is a photo 
of nurses having to ca rry buckets from 
these wells all the way to Shernfold while 
this was a military hospital during the 
First World War, above), some private 
wells in gardens, the springs in Chase 
Wood on Frant Hill and the slope beyond 
Warren Ridge, even the village pond and 
Shernfold lake. Obviously some of these 
were contaminated, nor did any supply 
sufficient water to fight the occasional fire. 
Eridge, not having the height difficulty, 
had long enjoyed an earlier supply - no 
doubt there were jokes that Frant would 
now finally reach cleanliness! BYG did 
have a highly unsatisfactory well on the 
green, or, if you were energetic, there was 
a trudge to the brewery where a deeper, 
safer supply existed. 

We forget how much of our ancestors’ 
time and effort was consumed just 
heaving buckets of dubious water, not 
to mention the diseases and parasites 
brought by unclean supply. 
—Pat Wright

Frant Bowls Club 
Awards Dinner 2022
There they were. The glittering prizes, 
the silver cups and trophies to be 
awarded this evening.

On the 25th November Frant Bowls 
Club held its Awards Dinner at the 
Crowborough Beacon Golf Club. Twenty 
eight members and their partners 
attended. It’s always a good turnout for 
our winter social gathering.

The Awards Dinner is an important 
event in the Club’s calendar. It recognises 
the winners and runners-up in the 
internal competitions which are usually 
held each year. However, the cups and 
trophies were not awarded during 2020 
and 2021 because of the Covid epidemic.

To begin with everyone gathered 
at the bar for an informal drink. Our 
Chairman, Barry Dean then invited 
us to take our seats at tables that were 
nicely arranged. During the meal Barry 
gave a special welcome to David and Val 
Oliver who moved from East Sussex to 
Flintshire for family reasons some two 
years ago. 

David was, at various times, Treasurer, 
Chairman and Club Captain. He 
greatly influenced the Club in terms 
of gamesmanship and bowls green 
management. Both David and Val 
were excellent bowlers winning many 
competitions. Barry continued by stating 
that 2022, the Club’s centenary year, had 
been quite successful winning many of 
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With great wealth, there was great 
social deprivation. Hogarth used his 
art, especially his remarkable prints, 
to spread a social message, often laced 
with satire. Through drawings, prints 
and oil paintings and packed with great 
stories, this lecture discusses his series 
of compositions for his Harlot’s Progress 
(1732), The Rake’s Progress (1732-5) 
pictured above, and his Marriage-a-la-
Mode (1743-5) and what they mean.

Come and hear more about him and 
enjoy refreshments afterwards.

Members of the Society free. Visitors 
£6 per lecture. More information from 
Christine 07773 787422.
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Regular Meetings

Little Fishes: Baby & Toddler Group 
Every Tuesday 9.30—11.30am in The 
Stables, Frant. A warm welcome to all.
Encounter (School Years 6–13) 
Contact Ed Pascoe for more information:
frantyouth@gmail.com
Coffee Morning at The Stables, Frant 
Every Wednesday, 10:30am—12noon. 
Come for a hot drink, a cake and a chat.
Festival Church Kids During 5pm 
outside service.

Parish News can be downloaded 
from: www.frantchurch.org or  
www.eridgechurch.org
Advertising enquiries: 750285 or 
susan.piccioni@btinternet.com
Contributions for our next issue 
should be sent to the Editor: carmel.
kinley@gmail.com or 01892 750217
Next deadline: 10th February 2023

Parish Diary: 
January/February 2023

» Monday 9 January
Winter Warmer Lunch 
Bells Yew Green Village Hall. See page 11

» Thursday 12th January
The Arts Society, Ashdown Forest
Crowborough Community Centre, 2pm. 
See page 11

» Sunday 19th January
Groombridge Film Night
See page 13

Useful contacts

Frant 
Frant CofE Primary School
 Joanna Challis: 750243
Frant and Eridge Church Office
 9-12am Mon/Wed/Fri; 01892 752261 

office@frantanderidgechurches.org.uk
Frant Church Youth and Kids 

Ed Pascoe: frantyouth@gmail.com
Frant Bowls Club 
 Barry Dean: 661386; barryglenys68@

hotmail.com 
Frant Cricket Club 
 David Pearson: 750789
Frant Garden Club
 Dianna Tennant: 752029
Frant Panto & Drama Society
 Naomi Berwick; 07599 162222; 

frantpanto@gmail.com
St Alban’s Bell-Ringers
 Mary Freestone: 750269
Frant Stables

Julie Pascoe: 07850 091428; 
juliedanielle@hotmail.co.uk

Frant Parish Friendship Group
 Brian Gill: 750266
Frant Memorial Hall

Sharon Warwick: 750185

Eridge 
Eridge Garden Club
 Jean Howells: 864310
Eridge Cricket Club
 Luke Forbes: 670073
Eridge Village Hall Hire
 www.eridge-village-hall.co.uk
Eridge Choir
 Tracy Bryant

Bells Yew Green 
Bells Yew Green Chapel
 Peter Arrowsmith: 01892 610309
BYG Cricket Club
 Andy Brooks: 07876 011782
Bells Yew Green Village Hall  

Anna Lee-Davey: 07841 016558; 
annan83@yahoo.co.uk

Friends of Bells Yew Green
 07944 712000

Council contacts

Chairman 
Johanna Howell: 750141

johanna.howell@frant-pc.gov.uk
Frant Ward 
Ann-Frances Luther: 

ann-frances.luther@frant-pc.gov.uk
Johanna Howell: 750141

johanna.howell@frant-pc.gov.uk
William Rutherford: 752254
Colin Steadman:  

colin.steadman@frant-pc.gov.uk
BYG Ward 
Stuart Crookshank: 518631

stuart.crookshank@frant-pc.gov.uk
Andy Macdonald-Brown: 891273

andrew.macdonald-brown@ frant-pc
gov.uk

Debby Park: 319906
deborah.park@frant-pc.gov.uk

Eridge Ward 
Andrew Best: 5279319
Clerk to the Council 
Rosie Barnes: 653357; clerk@frant-pc.

gov.uk; www.frant-pc.gov.uk
Wealden District Councillor
Johanna Howell: 750141  

cllr.johanna.howell@wealden.gov.uk
Keith Obbard: 07941 578427  

cllr.keith.obbard@wealden.gov.uk
Bob Standley: 783579 cllr.robert.

standley@wealden.gov.uk
County Councillor 
Johanna Howell: 750141

johanna.howell@frant-pc.gov.uk 
Bob Standley: 783579
Parish Council meetings 
Full PC meetings are held at 7.30pm 
every 3rd Wednesday of the month. 
Planning meetings are held on the first 
Monday of the month.

MP for Wealden
Nus Ghani MP: nusrat.ghani.mp@

parliament.uk 

Police Contact Details: 
To report a crime or incident dial 101
For other police enquiries contact the 
Wealden unit on 01273 404938 or 
www.sussex.police.uk/wealden/ 
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