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WADHURST OPTICIANS & HEARING CENTRE

Your local optical & hearing specialist

Hear more clearly
with our earwax
removal service

Wadhurst Opticians & Hearing Centre
offer a complete Microsuction service
for the removal of earwax.

To book your appointment
please call: 01892 782674

ANYTHING

FLEXIBLE, AFFORDABLE HOUSEHOLD & BUSINESS STORAGE

Bestvalue household and
business storagein and
around Tunbridge Wells.
Immaculate, brand-new,
secure containersin a
range of sizes.

Access your unit 24 hours
aday, 7 days aweek.

Driveright up to your
container to unload.

Call our friendly team now for a quote:
Store Anything | Telephone: 01892 752818
www.storeanything.co.uk
Unit 1, Stubby Grove Works, Bells Yew Green Road, Frant, East Sussex TN3 9BT

Range of Scholdrships \
available for children
in Years 3-8 ' ’
— - www.skippershill.com
A B ¥ PP co
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HELPING YOU BUILD

GNHQ

MERCHANTS

NEW POND FARM, WALLCROUCH, EAST SUSSEX, TN5 7N
01892 278700 = WWW.GNHQ.CO.UK

Helping You Build At Trade Prices:

® Building Materials = Painting & Decorating = Tools

= Aggregates = Farrow & Ball Stockist * [ronmongery & Locks
= Timber = Dulux Trade Colour *  Workwear

= Plumbing Match Service = Pest Control

= Electrical * Fuels = Seasonal Goods

* Gardening

Over 40,000 products available next day delivery

(to the store, no delivery charge)
Free Onsite Parking - Come and Visit us

OPEN: Monday — Saturday 8am —5pm

Masson™

Masson Joinery
Hand crafted kitchens,
cabinetry and joinery

01892 750 351
info@massonjoinery.co.uk
massonjoinery.co.uk

@massonjoinery
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Have you gone on a walk with a two-year-old
recently? It takes ages. They want to stop every
few steps to look intently at a plant, or feel some
moss, or kick a stone down the path. Ilove

the wonder of children in creation, as adults

we too often become dull to the beauty of our
world, and the inspiring intricacy that each tiny
fragment.

My kids the other day were running around in
delight trying to catch leaves that were blowing
offthe trees in the garden. When was the last
time you really enjoyed the natural world like
that? When was the last time you sat under a
tree and just watched the leaves falling? When
was the last time you sat and looked at the
pictures in the clouds? When was the last time
you stayed up late trying to see a shooting star?

‘We have spent the last few months making
anature area on part of our church land. We
planted dozens of native English trees to make a
hedge, we made a nature pond, we seeded some
grass and in spring we will plant up a big area of
bee loving wildflowers.

Ithasbeen great to see it develop already, to
see little creatures seemingly magically arrive in
the nature pond. It seems when we give nature
alittle helping hand, it provides back even more
than we put into it.

November sees countries coming together

i for COP26,itis ashame thatalready as I write

i expectations are being lowered for this, with key
i members looking like they are holding back. Not
i onlyis sustainable living good for the planet, but
{ it’sincreasingly more affordable too.

The church of England has set a target of

i 2030 to go carbon neutral, and we want to strive
i forthat. At Frant and Eridge we are designating
i 2022 as our Year of Creation. We have loved

i building our outdoor activities for youth and

¢ kids at Festival Church, and we want to build on
i that, engaging our community in the nature all

i around us. At Eridge Church we are looking this
i nextyearto move away from carbon produced

i power and move to renewable energy for all

i our heating and lighting requirements. As we

i dothat we hope we can take alead with other

i churches to show what is possible. We are going

i toneed help to do that and I really hope people

i can getinvolved in making a difference locally,

i and inspiring others more generally.

We want to make our wonder of creation, our

i care for creation, our joy at living in creation, all
i part of our worship of our creator God. Join us
¢ aswe try and make that happen this next year.

i RevBrendan Martin
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News From The Pews
When Brendan seeded the newly cleared
land adjoining the churchyard he prayed
abit too hard for rain to make the grass
grow, and boy did it rain, on and on and
on! So hopefully by next Spring we’ll
have alovely grass meadow with trees
and flowers instead of a bramble patch.
As Ed has now completed the final part
of his training and is now a fully qualified
Archery instructor, hopefully next year,
among the flowers and trees there will be
arrows flying in the meadow.

In September we celebrated the
wedding of Tim Wedlake from Bells
Yew Green and Amy Laurie, this was the
lastin a very busy year for weddings. We
have also had the first baptisms for along
time when three members of our Junior
Church, Rupert, May and Meg Minifie
were baptised on 27th September. On
4th October at the Harvest Festival
service, baby Isla Cooper seemed to enjoy
everything that was happening including
having water poured over her head.

Another reason for celebration in
September, we were allowed to sing
again in church and we heard our lovely
organ for the first time in 18 months.
Peter de Croos, our organist now for over
30 years received a huge welcome back
at the beginning of the month, only to be
hospitalised a few days later with kidney
stones. We're pleased to report that Peter
is now fully recovered and was back on
the organ bench for the Harvest Festival
Service on 4th October. Some of us

remember the days when at Harvest time :

At the heart
of Christmas

Join us as we celebrate
Christmas Lhis year

At harvest time the church
isfull of tins and packets,
which although not so
pleasing to the eye and
nose, are still the produce
of the harvest for which we
are giving thanks

the church was full of fruit, vegetables
and autumn flowers, plaited loaves

and sheaves of corn, when the church
smelled of apples and chrysanthemums,
the scents of harvest. But although we
may look back with nostalgia, we have
to meet the needs of the present, and
there are still as many to be met, but the

Christinas Services 2021
Frant and Eridge Churches
5t December
4pm Christingle, Frant

12" December
4pm Walking Nativity, Eridge
6pm Carols by Candlelight, Frant

19! December
4pm Walking Nativity, Frant
6pm Carols by Candlelight, Eridge

Christmas Eve
4pm Crib Service, Frant
1pm Midnight Communion, Eridge

Christmas Day
9:30am Family Celebration, Frant
11:15am Christmas Communion, Eridge

needs are different, we now give to wider
causes and organisations rather than to
individuals. There is no point in sending
the organisations which we support
quantities of fragrant fresh fruit and
vegetables, when it’s food which will keep
in the store cupboard that is of more use
to them. So at harvest time the church

is now full of tins and packets, which
although not so pleasing to the eye and
nose, are still the produce of the harvest
for which we are giving thanks. This year
we supported St Augustine’s Food Bank,
the Women’s Refuge and the Diocese of
Chichester Family Support Work. The
FSW helps families in Sussex, those of all
faiths or no faith, and is this year helping
to care for refugees from Afghanistan

In October eight members of our youth
group joined 60 other young people
from Tunbridge Wells at a Youth For
Christ day at Adamswell activity centre
in Langton Green. They had a busy and
exciting day, taking part in Tomahawk
throwing and quad biking. However
it wasn't entirely physical as they also
listened to Christian speakers.

One piece of sad news was the death
of Ros Burgess in September. Ros was
an active member of our church and
community for many years when she and
Colin lived in Shernfold Park and later
when they moved to Tunbridge Wells.
She was a leading member of the church
flower team, keeping the church looking
lovely with fresh flowers throughout the
year, particularly at festival times. She
was also an accomplished pianist and
provided music and accompaniment
at church services on many occasions.
Ros was also well known by the children
and mums who came to our toddler
group, where once a month she came
along to play the piano for songs and
nursery rhymes. Ros’s great passion
was her family, and she loved playing
asignificant part in caring for her five
grandchildren, and was so very proud of
them. The tributes which her daughter
Claire and eldest grand daughter Bronte
gave at Ros’s funeral service showed how
much she was cherished as a mother and
grandmother, and how much she will be
missed. We'll miss her too.

It seems incredible that this year of
stop and start has almost gone and that
in the next edition of Parish News, we’ll
be looking back on the services and
activities of Christmas. But at least with
any luck, unlike last year, Christmas
won't be cancelled!
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St Alban’s, Frant & Holy Trinity, Eridge

Rector
The Reverend Brendan Martin — 01892 752003; rectoryfrant@gmail.com

HOLY TRINITY B

ERIDGE ®

ST. ALBAN'S

FRANT ™

www.frantchurch.org

Jane Emler—532233
Juliet Nightingale— 01580 200403 INovember / December 2021

Services for

www.eridgechurch.org
Churchwardens
Jonathan Lynn—864304
Stephen Barnes—861302

Churchwardens

9:30am FrantasOne ...................ccoooiiiiiiiiiiii . 7thNovember................................. Communion Service 11:15am

4:00pm  Festival Church asOmne. ....... ...

9:30am  Communion Service...............coooevviiienin.. 14thNovember...................................... Morning Prayer 11:15am

4:00pm  Festival Church asOmne. ...

9:30am  MorningWorship...................... 21stNovember................................ Communion Service 11:15am

4:00pm  Festival Church as Ome. ... ..o e

9:30am  MorningWorship....................... 28thNovember................................ Communion Service 11:15am

4:00pm  Festival Church asOme. ... e

9:30am  MorningWorship.....................oc 5thDecember................................. Communion Service 11:15am

4:00pm CRIISTINGLE .. ...

9:30am  Communion Service. ..............coeovvieiieinn. 12thDecember.............................. Morning Prayer 11:15am

6:00pm Carolsby Candlelight........ ... Walking Nativity 4:00pm

9:30am  Morning Worship.....................o 19thDecember............................... Carols by Candlelight 6:00pm

4:00pm WalKINg NatiVity . .......ooiei e

4:00pm  CribService ............coooviiiiiiiiiiiiii, 24thDecember............................. Midnight Communion 11:00pm
........................................................... CRIISEMASEUC. ...

4:00pm CribService .............ccoooiiiiiiiiii 25thDecember............................. Midnight Communion 11:00pm
........................................................... CRTISEMAS DAY ...
.......................................................... 26thDecember...................................... Morning Prayer 11:15am
............................................................. BOZING DAY . ......oiiiiiii i

WORSHIP AT BELLS YEW GREEN

Sunday Services: 10.30am & 3.00pm / Bible Study & Prayer: Thursdays, 7.00pm / Enquiries: Peter Arrowsmith, 01892 610309
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HARDWOOD GATES |

Chris Murphy

— All aspects of interior woodwork
— Built-in & freestanding furniture
— Kitchen fitting & alterations

07769 790985

01892 750446
chris.saxonbury@gmail.com

Saxonbury Farm, Mark Cross, East Sussex TN6 3PA

JOHN A. CHAPMAN (WADHURST) LTD

Freight & Removals

U.K. & Europe

Direct loads to European Union
Storage available

Hill House Farm

Wadhurst
Contact John Chapman

01892 782547 or 783187 FAX 01892 784403
Mobile 07860 472172

e | T

7= |l

Driveway Gates | Field, Gates ~JAKK=»
P : mgﬂf&' COUNTRY

FURNITURE
01323 847115 | sales@jakkuk.co.uk | wwwi.jakkuk.co.uk

DESIGNS

FRANT POST OFFICE & STORES

Your local ‘Megastore’ Friendly & Convenient

Post Office « Lottery * Groceries * News & Magazines
Fruit & Veg » Household * Off Licence & Tobacco
Sandwiches & Snacks * Craft Supplies » Dry Cleaning
Confectionery * Gifts & Greeting Cards

01892 750229

Ian Dolwin
AIRPORT CAR SERVICES

07799604405 (01892) 731221

bookings@twacs.co.uk www.airport-car-services.co.uk

SUmnwa

sunnivacapetinelimited

The Great Hall, Mount Pleasant Road, Tunbridge Wells
Tel: 01892 549050 | Fax: 01892516911

email: paul@sunniva.net | Web: www.sunniva.net
Suppliers of quality carpets and flooring for 23 years
and proud sponsors of:

Frant Cricket Club

Village cricket at its best.
1o join or support us, call captain

Dave Pearson: 01892 750789 or Tom Rider: 01892 541427

HOOPERS

FLOORCOVERINGS

by sunniva

REEWORK

TUNBRIDGE WELLS

01892 750172
www.treework.co.uk

All aspects of tree surgery including
Felling, Pruning, Shaping,
Thinning, Planting
and Stump Removal
Council Approved Contractors
Free Site Surveys & Estimates
Fully Insured

(-“\)
TCA.

woice

ST ALBAN’S STABLES

A modern hall with good facilities for instructional
classes, meetings and family gatherings of up to 60.

— Underfloor heating and projector available —
— Fully equipped kitchen with dishwasher —

Viewing and booking appointments through
JuliePascoe: 07850091428 | juliedanielle@hotmail.co.uk
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Frant Pantomime and Dramatic
Society presents...

» Jack and the Beanstalk
2-4.December 2021

FEE, FI, FO, FUM...
AN HILARIOUS PANTO
THAT’S LOTS OF FUN

Written by Alan. P. Frayn, this
pantomime follows the comical antics
of Dame Dotty Dimple and her Sons
Jack and Simple Simon, and of course
Buttermilk the cow.

Together with a whole host of
characters causing mischiefand
mayhem, will they ever rescue Princess
Primrose from the clutches of Buster
Gut-Bucket the giant? (of course they
will it’s panto after all... oh no they
won't... oh yes they will)

With lots of audience participation for
all ages, this is sure to have you laughing
fit to burst.

Come and join us for an evening of fun
and frolics, mischief and mayhem...

Tickets available at Frant Village Shop

Frant Film Update

In the hope that we can have a short
season, starting in January next
year(2022), we have booked the
Memorial Hall for the following dates:

» ‘7th January
» 11th February
» 4ith March

» 8th April

» 6th May

So please put these dates in your diaries
and/or calendars (possibly using a pencil
would be best!).

Obviously, it all depends on the health
of the Nation. We are yet to select the
films but will keep you updated on this.

Fingers crossed.

—Greig and Anne Bannerman.

Frant Parish Council

The Parish Council covers a wide range
of issues and therefore we benefit

from having Councillors with diverse
skills and experience. We do need
more Council-lors to represent the
community, so if you have ever thought
thatyou might be in-terested in getting
involved do come to a meeting and find
out more. You can also contact Rosie

Barnes our clerk for further information: :

clerk@frant-pc.gov.uk

» Proposed Crossing over the A267
i inFrant

To support the new development at Fern
Close and to improve pedestrian safety in
the village, we are discussing building a
crossing over the A267. We are currently
obtaining street scene drawings and
costings and will then consult with the

i community on the proposals. Please look
out for information on our website, the

i Parish News and an information event

i at Frant Memorial Hall. Infrastructure

¢ isremarkably costly and the crossing

i would be a new feature in our landscape

¢ which must be carefully considered. We

i look forward to everyone participating

i inthis process so that we canreach a

i positive community decision.

{ » Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 5 June

i 2022

{ H.M. Queen will celebrate 70 years on

i thethronein 2022. We are starting to

i think how we as a Parish would like

i to celebrate this occasion and join

i communities across the country to mark
i this milestone. Ideas to date include a Big :
i Lunch street party, Tea Party or a fete. If
¢ youhave any ideas on how to make thisa

memorable June day or would like to get
involved in the organisation we would be
delighted to hear from you.

All members of the public are welcome
at Parish meetings and the public forum

i provides the opportunity to raise any
i concerns or queries. Details of meeting
i dates, times and venues can be found on

notice boards and on the website: www.

frant-pc.gov.uk
—Councillor Ann-Frances Luther

Daisy’s Kitchen
i Whatayear!!!! We would like to say a

huge thank you to all our customers

who have supported us throughout the
last four years and especially the last 18
months! Daisy’s Kitchen is currently still
only doing takeaway food but as of 1st
January 2022 we will be back and open

i asaseated cafe as well as takea-way.

i We will not have quite as many tables

i asbefore as we now need more room to
i prepare your food!

Whether you fancy a latte, tea,

i sandwich, jacket potato with a variety

i offillings, fresh homemade soup or a

i lovely English breakfast, we have it all

i foryouat Daisy’s. You also need to try

i Vicky’shomemade cakes - renowned

i around these parts as amazing!!! Thank
i you again for your custom and Merry

i Christmas to all from Daisy’s staff.

i Frant Stores

i Ithasbeenaverybusyand stressful last
i 18 months or so but thanks to a great

i team of staff and loyal customers, we

have just about come out the other side!

i You will have seen the new fridges at
i theback of the shop - courtesy of the

torrential rain in July which flooded the
shop and blew up the old fridge. We are
also getting the roof fixed which should
mean no more buckets on the coun-ter
and floor - fingers crossed.

We will have our usual supply of

Christmas goodies this year along with
i lots oflocally made goodies, ranging

from candles to pottery and paintings
and Christmas cards, crackers to
decorations. Don't forget to your order
your fabu-lous local Joe Gingell turkeys
from us early to avoid disappointment
Christmas stamps are on sale from

i 2November. Please bear with us again
i thisyearat the Post Office. It has been

incredibly challenging since the first lock-
down at the Post Office - home shopping
returns have quadrupled as have our
queues sometimes! We are now a drop

off for DPD deliveries which again will
have its challenges regarding space! Also

i areminder that since Brexit every parcel
i going abroad needs a customs label so

i ifyouare posting a few this Christmas

i please canyou pop in and get some labels
i from usbeforehand so your parcel is

i readyto postand to avoid the queues!

Many thanks for all your support and

custom, we would not be here without
i you. Merry Christmas to all of you from
i everyone at Frant Stores!
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Frant School

‘We have welcomed new children and
families to our school this September,
which is always lovely. School has been
avery busy place since we came back

in September with a sense of normality
returning to school life. Here are a few of
our highlights.

School trips have resumed with our
KS2 children visiting Lullingstone
Castle and Wilderness Woods

Our curriculum is full of exciting
topics and events over the coming terms.
Please do take alook at our website to
find out more. This morning (end of term
1) I was fortunate to be passing by Hazel
Class (year 3 and 4) to sam-ple Roman
cakes and to see wonderful project work
that had been done at home.

Swimming has resumed at St Mary’s
School in Crowborough for our year 3
and 4 children

On a PE front, we managed to choose
one of the best Friday afternoons to
hold a whole school Sports Day on our
school field followed by a cake sale. It
was absolutely wonderful to see all of our
children taking part and to see so many
parents and families back enjoying, in
person, school events

A week later, we had to move our
Church Harvest Festival to the school hall
at the very last minute due to torrential
rain. As always, we managed it and the
children rose to the occasion, sharing
theirlearning with a full audience

Our reception children have settled so
well into school life - it is a real joy and
privilege to see them gain in confidence

: as they come through the school gate.

Their buddies in year 6 have been very
supportive and kind in helping with their
settling in process.

Throughout this term staffin school
have run workshops to support parents
with learning at home. These have
included spellings, reading, phonics and
maths sessions.

By the time you read this our play
leaders in Oak Class (years 5 and 6)
will have been trained by Mr Papper at
Uplands to be play leaders and support
the school with lunchtime games

This term we have been running
Forest School on a Friday afternoon in
our school grounds. The children love
this time outside around the fire. Mrs
Montebello manages this for our school.

Open Days for prospective new parents
in school are taking place. I am happy to
show parents around school during term
time. Please encourage any potential
new parents to contact the school office.

On the last day of term 1 we held our
celebration assembly in school. The
children talked about their learning
so far this term. For the first time since
Jemima Kinley (ex pupil now reading
Music at Oxford) wrote our school song
the children were able to perform this
to parents. I have to say it was truly
amazing. We are looking forward to
Jemima coming back into school to hear
it performed.

Next term is always very busy in schools.
A few snippets of what is to come;

Parent consultations face to face in

— 8 —

school early in term 3

PTFA Bonfire behind the school on

Saturday 6th November from 4pm -
i please do come and support us

Lower School Nativity in church on

Friday 17th December at 2pm

KS2 Carol Concert in church on

Tuesday 14th December at 6pm

PTFA events - Christmas cards, school

disco, Christmas market to name a few.

Ice skating for the whole school in

Tunbridge Wells

Christmas Lunch

¢ Thope you have enjoyed reading our

i news. Please do contact the school at any
i timeifyou have any questions or would

i justlike to say hello. I am in school every
i dayand will always find time for a chat.

With very best wishes.
—MrsJoanna Challis, Head of School

i The Arts Society Ashdown

: Forest

i Crowborough Community Centre

i Pine Grove CrowboroughTN6 1FE

! » 11th November 2021 at 2pm

i Lecturer: Georgina Bexon

i Title: Rituals and Riches: The History
i ofthe Southern Indian Temples

i Southern India offers up a treasure trove

¢ ofvisual history through its beautiful

i an-cient temples, built by a succession of

i mighty dynasties. From the Pallavas to

i the Cholas, these beautifully decorated

temples once acted as the religious,
social and administrative centres of
thriving communities, employing

casts of thousands - priests, sculptors,
engravers, carpenters, sacred parasol
bearers, dancing girls, musicians, lamp-

i lighters, administrators, accountants
i and many more.

Georgina’s lecture explores the

fascinating temple tradition of Southern
i India-ajourneyof 2,000 years.

An art historian specialising in South

¢ Asian art Georgina has lived and worked
i inthe UK, USA and Singapore. Her

i practice includes lecturing, writing,

i consulting and collecting. Sheis an

i official tour guide at Tate Modern and

i Art Historian at the Oriental Club,

i London and is a guest speaker on cruise

i ships for whom she has developed a

i series ofarttalks relating to Asian and

i Pacific destinations.

Georginaholds a BA in Art History

| from Southampton University, an MA
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in Arts Management and Policy from
City, University of London and an MA
in Art History from SOAS, University
of London. She is a Patron of the
Contemporary Art Socie-ty, hasbeen a
Trustee of Salisbury Arts Centre and isa
Fellow of the Royal So-ciety of Arts and
the Royal Asiatic Society.

» 9th December 2021 at 2pm
Lecturer: Malcolm Jones
Title: “Top of The Bill: Music Hall to
Variety”
The urban population exploded in
the 19th century and demanded
entertaining. The music halls grew out of
the pubs and song and supper clubs and
was a truly working class entertainment.
The songs reflected the lives of its
audience and the stars were the
celebrities of the day. In the 20th century,
Music Hall developed into Variety
theatre and served the population its
wonderfully eclectic mixture of acts from
singers to magicians, eccentric dancers
and comedians. The stars also began to
use film and radio asawaytoreach a
wider audience.

Malcolm was Workshop and Events
manager at the V&A Theatre Museum

in Cov-ent Garden for 10 years where

he was responsible for lectures, Study
Days and workshops for adults. He has
lectured and led workshops at many

i dramaschools including RADA, The

Actors Centre and Rose Bruford College
and has contributed as a speaker on
theatre to many television and radio
programmes. He has worked with Age

i Exchange Community Arts since 2000

on many creative arts programmes with
older people and intergenerational film

i and theatre projects. :
i Welook forward to hearing his lecture, :
which will be our last of 2021.

Our lectures are currently available to
members only, but if you would like to
join, please contact our Membership
Secretary on 01892 663388. For any fur-
ther information, contact our Secretary

i on07884:428780.

Nus Ghani, MP

Looking after our environment is one

i ofthe most important issues of this
i gener-ation. Wealden countryside is one

of the most beautiful parts of the country
and I want to make sure that we pass
on a healthy and clean environment to

! our children. The UK is hosting the UN

i Climate Change Conference COP26 this
i month to bring together world leaders to
{ commit to and to accelerate global cli-
mate action. However, each ofushasa

i parttoplay and international ambitions
i will not mean anything without the

i commitment of small businesses and

i indi-vidualslocally. It is vital that we

i work towards making our transport

i cleaner and greener and I'm incredibly

i proud that many Wealden companies are
i already at the forefront of this change.

I was proud to support the Zero

i Carbon Tour of the UK’s first fully

i electric coach launched by Wealden-

i born company Planet Mark. The coach

i waslaunched in June and is currently

i touringthe country encouraging UK

i businesses to reduce their carbon print.
i Thavealso recently visited a Wealden-

i based engineering company JL.C Group
i which makes fully electric and emission-
free vehicles for city couriers, airports,

i seaports, local authorities, distribution
i centres or ware-houses. The vehicles

i are assembled on-site in Lower Dicker

i near Hailsham, providing green jobs

i and valuable work experience to young

i apprentices from local colleges.

The railway is already one of the most

i environmentally friendly ways to travel,
i but there is more to be done in Wealden
¢ tomake it even greener. Last year, the

i local company Riding Sunbeams was

i awarded funds to build the world’s first

i megawatt scale renewable solar energy

plant on the border between Wealden
and Lewes, which will directly power
the Eastbourne-London line through
solar panels.

Moreover, having secured
multimillion-pound accessibility

i upgrades to Eridge and Crowborough

{ trainstations, it is my priority to keep

§ | pushing for a major in-vestment into

i theelectrification of the Uckfield Line.
i Thaveraised the matters with the

i Department for Transport repeatedly

i and I'will continue this questto geta

! firm commitment from Ministers as to
i when this investment will take place.

Wealden businesses are a perfect

example of how small, local actions
| i contrib-ute tolarge collective goals.
- i Weneed to empower more individuals,

- | communi-ties, and businesses to work

i towards net-zero goals and I will do all

- i Icantosupport Wealden organisations
i inleadingthe initiative and ensuring a

. i greener, more resilient future for us all.
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Eridge Garden Club
» Visitto Busi Jacobsohn Wine Estate
Our members visited the beautiful
vineyard at Busi Jacobsohn Wine Estate
(pictured) in August and were warmly
welcomed by vineyard owners, Douglas
Jacobsohn and Susanna Busi Jacobsohn.
On a warm summer’s afternoon
Douglas guided us through the vineyard
and told us the story of Busi Jacobsohn
English Sparkling Wines and vineyard
that they planted in 2015 here in Eridge.
We were delighted to sample their
delicious Cuvee’ Brut and Extra Brut
Rose’ at the end of our tour.

» Visit to Marchants Nursery

In September we visited Marchants
nursery and gardens in Laughton where
plantsman, Graham Gough gave us a
guided tour of the gardens and nursery.
After an entertaining and informative
talk, members walked through the
gardens. We particularly enjoyed the
great variety of grasses which are

such a feature of the gardens, and the
opportunity to buy some excellent plants
from the nursery.

» Autumn Plant Swap
Our annual plant swap was kindly

! hosted by Sharon Burvill in October. We

were grateful for the donations of plants
which we hope members will enjoy in
their own gardens.

» AGM and talk

Wednesday 17th November we will meet
up for the AGM followed by a talk on
Growing Apples in the Weald by David
Knight of Pippins Farm, Pembury.

Membership of the garden clubis £5
ayear, please contact Jane Stevens for
membership, stitchesjane@gmail.com

Fuller’s Christmas treats!

i Fuller’s are now taking Christmas orders
¢ and we have all of your Christmas meat

favourites as well as Christmas present

i ideasand Hampers.

Please visit our website for more
details www.fullers-tw.co.uk

i Frant Parish Friendship Group

We are back at last — we began this new
erawith a Welcome Back tea party at

i the Georgein Frant on 7th September.
i This was made possible by a kind dona-

tion from the family of Jean Alvey. Our

i Chairman Brian Gill welcomed every-
i body with the following speech:

| | 750559

i “How good for us to be at the George

i today. Firstly we are in Celebration Mode
i atthe pleasure of all meeting up again

i after many months of constraint. Along

i with this we are thinking of Jean Alvey

i and the generous donation we received

i from her family. This was in gratitude

¢ for the way the Village had al-ways

i welcomed her with respect and love.

So let’s begin this new session by

i looking at our Frant Parish Friendship

i Group.. The Charter states our aims to

¢ be: 1. To provide friendship and sociabil-
i ity 2. Help reduce loneliness and social

i isolation 3. Provide activities which

i arestimulating, interesting, fun and

i contribute to either or both our physical
i and mental well being.

Joyfully, there are more than 40 of us

! together this afternoon. Our Autumn

i and Winter meetings at The Stables.

i started again on Thursday September

i 23rd with a talk by Neil Sadler, of course
i with the usual tempting tea and cakes.!

I can tell you our November meeting

i willbe different. It's at lunchtime! -

i it’s the AGM and we'll have the fun of

i sharinga fish and chip meal together.

¢ Your Committee, having looked at the

i things you enjoy most will be presenting
i aprogramme for the future.

The last thing I want to say about our

Group is that we are totally inclusive and
i welcome people from all walks of life -
i provided they are over 55!”

i Our first afternoon meeting was on the

i 23rd September when we had an ex-

i tremely amusing talk from Neil Sadler

i an ex policeman who during his career

¢ was sent to the Caribbean. His talk was

i entitled ‘Almost Death in Paradise’.. This
i was anod to the popular TV series set on
i anidyllictropical island. How-ever his

i timein Trinidad and Tobago was not so

i glamorous and far more dan-gerous! The
i October meeting on the 28th will be on

i the explorer Shackleton

Our November meeting on the

: 18th will be our AGM with fish and

i chip lunch and will start at 11.30 am.

| i Thenin December we are having a

i Christmas afternoon tea party on

i Sunday 12th December 2.30 - 400 pm.
i Our entertainer will be To-ny Harris on
i pantomimes.

We are always looking for new

i members - do come along and try us out.

Enquiries Valerie Palmer 01892
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PETER JENNER

Jewellery maker o designer

43 The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5TE 01892 521796

Specialist in Fine Hand Made Jewellery
Bespoke commissions, contemporary collections

www.peterjenner.com

THE

GEORGE
INN

AT FRANT

Good food & real ales | Large, child friendly enclosed garden.
36 High Street, Frant, Nr Tunbridge Wells TN3 9DU. Tel: 01892 750350

A CLEAN SWEEP
yowr locad chimney
W Sadly,

due to Vfcroriaﬁ heaith &
safety regulations, only children
of under 147 shoulder measure-

ment may be employed.

Ross Atabey & Son

. All stoves, ranges & open fires
brush swept.

. Draw test & certificates issued for
every sweep.

. Fully insured & DBS checked.

Contact Ross Atabey & Son on
01435 812153/07941 315214

Email: acleansweep009@gmail.com

A member of the Association of Professican] Independent
Chimney Sweeps (APICS) acleansweephoram

07722 900 757
01892 519371

No Call-out Fees
Fully Insured

TAPS & TOILETS

Repairs & Replacements

AD PLUMBING SERVICES

— Tunbridge Wells Local Plumber —

. I specmhse in helpmg children who find maths challengmg v
By AT 07766706535 o

Paul Shefford

P[lvate tuutlon |n mathematics (a L_nd other subjects),
-+ for Primary School, Key Stage Three/Common
Entrance and GCSE.;, @

it

> @; p.shgffordSG!_i@btlnternet.com

' -
L. E’
P" Vehicle air conditioning & computer diagnosis L] °
VEHICLE REPAIR SERVICES
#

Forge Garage, Little Bayham, Lamberhurst, Kent TN3 8BB

Telephone: Lamberhurst (01892) 890201

Email: tob.office@btconnect.com

Anna Ribo Gardens

Creative planting design and garden planning
Garden advice and ideas
Courtyards to country gardens
Extend the season, add colour and texture
Proper pruning
Friendly and down to earth

www.annaribo.com

info@annaribo.com 07734 600 623
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Frant Range Postcard 1917

Can you help identify where this photo
was taken. The postcard (right) that
belongs to a friend of an RSPB volunteer.
The volunteer forwarded themto a
Frant resident who he thought might
be able to identify where the photo was
taken. Although the date 0of 1965 is
stamped on the photo you'll see from
what’s written on the back of the card is
that it was apparently taken on “Frant
range” during dinner hour on Tuesday
13 February 1917 and shows the “100-
yard target construction party”. Any
suggestions welcome!

Parish Past

With Remembrance Sunday ahead,

it seems appropriate to reflect on our
war memorials. 43 names in Frant for
the First War and about another 10 in
Eridge (more than named from recent
research). In what was then a fairly
thinly populated rural parish this may
represent most males of working age
when you add in those who came home
but were permanently damaged. It
must have thrown an almost impossible
burden on women, the elderly and
teenagers just to get the harvests in and
keep some life going. A picture replicated
across Europe. Happily, for Britain,

the toll wasless in the Second War but

I would like to high-light one of those
remembered --to stand for the rest -
whose story I heard from his family who
lived here all their lives.

Clifford Dearden was educated at
Frant School, worked as a clerk when he
left and also joined the RAF Volunteer
Reserve in 1939 to train as a pilot. He
was assigned to fly Lysanders, outdated,
slow (max 90mph!) artillery spotters
with one machine gun as armament. But
they could land and take off anywhere
and in 1940 with the army in desperate
peril his squadron was sent to the cliffs of
Dover, ordered to circle over Dunkirk’s
beaches and radio back when they
saw an approaching wave of German
bombers. This gave precious time for
Spitfires and Hurricanes to reach there
from their Kent bases and defend the
exposed troops: they were unable just to
patrol there with the limited fuel such
aircraft then carried. One by one the
virtually defenceless Lysanders were
shot down, including Clifford’s. His body
was never recovered but his unsung act
of courage helped save an army and a
country. —Pat Wright
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Remembrance Sunday

» 14th November

Frant Memorial Hall AT 3.00 pm
The village commemoration for those
who served in the two World Wars and
in more recent times will be led by the
Wadhurst Branch of the British Legion
and the Rev. Brendan Martin. Everyone
iswelcome.

Memories of Auntie Phyl

» Down Lane during World War I1
This is the second story from my aunt-
in-law, Phyl Sismore, who was born at 8
Rock Cottages in Down Lane in 1926.
She has so many memories and stories, I
thought I'd put them in print.

» Plane spotting!
During the Second World War, Phyl

was a “plane spotter” in the village — she
was only 14-years old when the Battle

of Britain and the Blitz happened.

The job entailed looking up in the sky
and recording the type and number of
Ger-man planes flying overhead, then
reporting them to her father Frank who
wasin a “Dad’s Army” station in the pill
box on the village green.

Phyl recalls many bombing raids
happening and she and her older sister
Molly used to hide either inside the
house under the stairs or upstairs in the
wardrobe below trays for protection. If
outside, Molly and Phyl were told by their
father and mother, Clara, to “hide in the
bean run”!

She recalls once cycling back from
Tunbridge Wells when halfway up Frant
Hill she heard bombers coming, so she
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jumped off her bike and hid in Chase
Wood until they passed.

» Bombs on Down Lane.

During the raids, it was quite usual for
the German pilots to drop bombs that
they hadn’t releasedover London in the
countryside on their return to Germany.
One such time, abomb blew up the barn
opposite the house, within the Wood-
side estate. This bomb blew out the gable
end of Phyl'shouse. Fortunately, no one
was injured but the whole wall had to be
rebuilt.

When my wife Wendy (Phyl’s niece)
and I obtained the house after Phyl’s
mother died in 1986 at the grand age of
96, we put windows in this gable wall
and change the staircase around - it
was during this work that I discovered
the original rebuilt stairs were not
structurally connected to the rebuilt
wall! So, for 45 years, people walking up
the stairs could have fallen down.

» The army close athand

Before the war, alarge property halfway
along Down Lane called Hazelhurst was
a Jewish boys school. During the Second
World War, it was changed into an army
barracks.

When the army was at Hazelhurst,
Phyl, her sister Molly and other teenagers
were invited to dances at the barracks in
the ballroom. Molly was two years older
than Phyl and met her future husband,
Doug Matthews, at one of the balls.

Doughad a great army friend called

i
|
|

Shernfold Hospital, 1915

Bomb damage at Eaton House, Church Lane, 1943

Bob Ball and they got to know Phyl,
Molly, Clara and Frank. Clara used to
sell things to the residents, including the
soldiers, in Down Lane. Frank used to
buy things from Tunbridge Wells in bulk
and Clara would store them under the
stairs in her “shop”.

Bob would drive the bus from
Hazelhurst to the village and further
afield for war duties. On the return
to Down Lane he would stop the bus
outside the house and go in to have a
drink with Clara and Frank while the

: soldiers would queue for the shop in the

- o |
i
e

understairs cupboard, before taking
their purchases back to the barracks.
One day, Bob was at the house having a
drink and chat on the way from walking
back from the village in the dark. Soon
after he left the house for the bar-racks,
walking across the fields, he fell over
something on the ground. He thought it
was abody and quickly got his gun ready
thinking it was a German soldier, but
suddenly realised it was a cow asleep!
Ifthere are other residents living in
Frant, Eridge or Bells Yew Green who
may like to share their stories with
others, do get in touch.
Carmel kinley@gmail.com

The “Parish News”is published by the Church

and distributed free by volunteers. The publisher
acknowledges the support of the Parish Council.
Any views expressed in this magazine are not
necessarily shared by the Publisher. The “Parish
News”reserves the right to edit submissions as it
sees fit. Publisher: Brendan Martin. Editor: Carmel
Kinley. Design: Jonathan Christie. Advertising:
Susan Piccioni.

Printed locally by LR
Online Print Services
01892 752277
info@lr2k.co.uk
www.lr2k.co.uk
Printed on paper from
managed forests &
controlled sources.
Please recycle after use

Online Print Services
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Parish Diary
November/December 2021

» Thursday 11 November & 9
December; Arts Society Ashdown
Forest, Lectures; See page 8

» Wednesday 17 November
Frant Garden Club AGM
Frant Memorial Hall; 7.30pm

» Wednesday 17 November
Eridge Garden Club AGM; See page 10

» Thursday 18 November
Frant Parish Friendship Group AGM
See page 10

» 2nd, 3rd & 4th December

Frant Pantomime, Jack & The Beanstalk
i StAlban’s Bell-Ringers

See page 7

» Sunday 12 December
Frant Parish Friendship Group
Christmas Tea Party — see page 10

Regular Meetings

Little Fishes: Baby & Toddler Group
Every Tuesday 10—11.30am in The
Stables, Frant. A warm welcome to all.
Encounter (School Years 6-13)
Contact Ed Pascoe for more information:
Sfrantyouth@gmail.com

Coffee Morning at The Stables, Frant
Every Wednesday, 10:30am—12noon.
Come for ahot drink, a cake and a chat.
Festival Church Kids

During 5pm outside service.

Parish News can be downloaded
from: www.frantchurch.org

or www.eridgechurch.org
Advertising enquiries: 750285 or
susan.piccioni@btinternet.com
Contributions for our nextissue
should be sent to the Editor:
carmel.kinley@gmail.com

or 01892 750217

Next deadline: 10th December 2021

Useful contacts

Frant
i Frant CofE Primary School

Joanna Challis: 75024:3

Frant and Eridge Church Office

9-12am Mon/Wed/Fri; 01892 752261

Ed Pascoe: frantyouth@gmail.com

Frant Bowls Club

Barry Dean: 661386;
barryglenys68@hotmail.com

Frant Cricket Club

David Pearson: 750789

Frant Garden Club

Dianna Tennant: 752029

Frant Panto & Drama Society

Naomi Berwick; 07599 162222;
frantpanto@gmail.com

Mary Freestone: 750269

Frant Stables

Julie Pascoe: 07850 0914:28;
juliedanielle@hotmail.co.uk

Frant Parish Friendship Group

Brian Gill: 750266

Frant Film

Greig Bannerman: 01892 750322
greighan@gmail.com

Frant Open Spaces Group

Jan Steadman:
steadman.jan@gmail.com

Frant Memorial Hall

Sharon Warwick: 750185

Eridge
i Eridge Garden Club

Jean Howells: 864310

Eridge Cricket Club

Luke Forbes: 670073

Eridge Village Hall Hire

www.eridge-village-hall.co.uk

Eridge Choir

Tracy Bryant

Bells Yew Green
i Bells Yew Green Chapel

Peter Arrowsmith: 01892 610309

| BYG Cricket Club

Andy Brooks: 07876 011782

Short Mat Bowls Club

Pam Mepham: 891426

BYG Village Hall Hire

Chris Bacon: crbacon79@gmail.com

Friends of Bells Yew Green

07944712000

Council contacts

Chairman
i Johanna Howell: 750141

johanna.howell@frant-pc.gov.uk

{ FrantWard

i Ann-Frances Luther:
i office@frantanderidgechurches.org.uk :
i Frant Church Youth and Kids :

ann-frances.luther@frant-pc.gov.uk

i Johanna Howell: 750141

johanna.howell@frant-pc.gov.uk

i Debby Park: 319906

deborah.park@frant-pc.gov.uk

William Rutherford: 752254
i Colin Steadman:

colin.steadman@frant-pc.gov.uk

: BYG Ward
i Stuart Crookshank: 518631

stuart.crookshank@frant-pc.gov.uk

Andy Macdonald-Brown: 891273

andrew.macdonald-brown@ frant-pc
gov.uk

! Eridge Ward

i Andrew Best: 5279319

i Clerktothe Council

i Rosie Barnes: 653357; clerk@frant-pc.

gov.uk; www.frant-pc.gov.uk

Wealden District Councillor
i Johanna Howell: 750141

cllrjohanna.howell @wealden.gov.uk

| Keith Obbard: 07941 578427

cllr.keith.obbard @wealden.gov.uk

Bob Standley: 783579

cllr.robert.standley@wealden.gov.uk

County Councillor
i Johanna Howell: 750141

johanna.howell@frant-pc.gov.uk

i Bob Standley: 783579

i Parish Council meetings

i Full PCmeetings are held at 7.30pm

i every 3rd Wednesday of the month.

¢ Planning meetings are held on the first
i Monday of the month.

MP for Wealden
i Nus Ghani MP:

nusrat.ghani.mp@parliament.uk

Police Contact Details:

i Toreporta crime or incident dial 101

i For other police enquiries contact the
Wealden unit on 01273 404938 or

i www.sussex.police.uk/wealden/

BURSLEM

NEW MEMORIALS
ADDITIONAL
INSCRIPTIONS
RENOVATIONS

& CLEANING

www.burslem.co.uk

Tel: 01892 750120
enquiries@burslem.co.uk

Visit our showroom at:
Stubby Grove Works,

Bells Yew Green Road,
Frant, East Sussex TN3 9BT

Monday - Friday 9.30am - 4pm

REGISTERED COMPANY

RICHARDS
——

FENCING

Ltd

Family run business based in Groombridge,
East Sussex offering supply and installation
of all types of fencing and gates.

T: 018¢ 0186  E: ian@richards-fencing.couk  W: richards-fencing co.uk

BOOK YOUR MARKET APPRAISAL TODAY

Call 01435 873 999 or email sus Jlambertandfoster.co.uk

SEARCH THE LATEST PROPERTIES AT WWW.LAMBERTANDFOSTER.CO.UK

(::QRICS L.'a" e arlal propertymark

VIOLIN
LESSONS

£15 per half hour lesson

(school holidays only

with Oxford University Music
Undergraduate, Jemima Kinley.

Includes comprehensive written
lesson feedback. DBS checked
and fully insured.

Please contact 01892 750217 or

jemima kinley@gmail.com

’

{

“My daughter didn’t bave violin !L‘S.\'-m}fﬁr

dence bave vastly improved,” —Uju

the BESPOKE CARE company

Live-in Care

We are an independent, family run
agency specialising in live-in care in
Kent & Sussex.

Live-in care enables our clients fo remain
in the security & comfort of their own
homes, with dedicated one-to-one care.

Tunbridge Wells - 01892 518400
www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk
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FULLER'S

FULLER’S FARM SHI FULLER’'S BUTCHERS

unbridg ells, 5 Nelso

Sun - [am-4pm 8am - 2Zpm

BUSI'JAC%BSOHN

WINE E‘SﬁtATE
y/

You can buy our Sparkling Classic Cuvee' Brut 2018
Wines from our vineyard or Rose’ Extra Brut 2018
from our online shop

with free delivery. www.busijacobsoh,.com

Paul Keineder
Property Maintenance & Renovation
Mobile: 07917 523 979  Email: paulkeineder47@yahoo.co.uk

Consultation * Estimates * Plastering * Painting
Decorating ¢ Carpentry
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Pantiles Chambers
85 High Street
Tunbridge Wells
Kent TNT TXP

. 01892 752277
M: 07740 611702
E: info@Ir2k.co.uk
W: www.Ir2k.co.uk

Online Print Services
Promote your business, society,
club or event with our one stop
Design and Print Service

Printing, In-house Graphic Design &
Photography for your printed brochure,
newsletters, manuals & trade cards.

* Brochures * Booklets » Stationery
* Posters = Point of sale * Post cards
* Printed boxes * Printed carrier bags
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<» Balanced
<& Accounting

Local Chartered Accountants and Registered Auditors,
our services for individuals and small/medium sized
businesses include: tax returns, accounts, VAT, payroll,
audit and other tax and accountancy services.
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Based at Unit K, The Brewery, Bells Yew Green,
we're ideally situated for clients in Frant, Eridge,
Bells Yew Green and surrounding areas.

Please contact Hazel Wells, FCA for an informal chat
or to arrange a FREE initial meeting.

www.balancedaccounting.co.uk
0330 111 5010
contact@balancedaccounting.co.uk
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